
Love is the best way to be church 
Sunday 11 and 18 September 2016  



The ‘One Another’ statements in the New Testament give us the 
model for how we practice biblical community together.  Listed 
below are the ‘love one another’ references from the New 
Testament, which are mentioned in the graphic overleaf. 

“A new command I give you: love one another.  As I have loved you, so 
you must love one another.” (John 13:34); 
“My command is this: love each other as I have loved you.”  
(John 15:12); 

“This is my command: love each other.” (John 15:17); 

“Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one 
another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law.” (Romans 13:8); 

“Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, 
for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other.”           
(1 Thessalonians 4:9); 

“Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters.” (Hebrews 13:1); 

“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you 
have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the 
heart.” (1 Peter 1:22); 

“Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be 
compassionate and humble.” (1 Peter 3:8); 
“Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude 
of sins.” (1 Peter 4:8); 

“For this is the message you heard from the beginning: we should love 
one another.” (1 John 3:11); 

“We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love each 
other.  Anyone who does not love remains in death.” (1 John 3:14); 

“And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus 
Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us.” (1 John 3:23); 

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God.  
Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God.”  
(1 John 4:7); 

“Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one 
another.” (1 John 4:11); 

“And now, dear lady, I am not writing you a new command but one we 
have had from the beginning.  I ask that we love one another.”  
(2 John 5) 



Love is… 

…a rugged commitment (to form a covenant) 

…a rugged commitment to be with 

…a rugged commitment to be for 

…a rugged commitment to be with people 
and for people unto Christlikeness 

…a rugged commitment to be in relationships 

The following is taken from ‘On the Verge’ - A Journey into the Apostolic 
Future of the Church by Alan Hirsch and Dave Ferguson: 



For further reflection: 

‘On the Verge’ - A Journey into the Apostolic Future of the Church by Alan Hirsch and 
Dave Ferguson (ISBN: 9780310331001) 

Video: ‘God is with us’ by Sam Wells  
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ruhx6Gm2l9w)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ruhx6Gm2l9w

