
A memorable sermon… 

The power of the tongue: “A horses bit…a ship’s rudder…a lit match” (James 3).   

“By controlling our tongue we can control our whole self.”  1

“With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse  
human beings, who have been made in God’s image.” (James 3:9) 

The original ‘Freudian Slip’: When the words we use indicate the condition of our 
heart (Matt. 15:15-20). 

“One Another” 
Texts in the  

New Testament  2

Two Don’ts 

1. To lie in Greek: ‘Pseudomai’ - ‘to utter an untruth/to attempt to deceive by 
falsehood’ 
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“From the first moment when a man meets another person he is looking  
for a strategic position he can assume and hold over against  

that person…” D Bonhoeffer in ‘Life Together’ (p.69)

 Davids, Peter in James (NIBC), p.811

 Challies, Tim & Byers, Josh in Visual Theology2



2. To slander in Greek: ‘Kataleleo’ - ‘to talk down’: 

‘Kata’ - ‘down’; 
‘Laleo’ - ‘to talk’.  

Two Do’s 

1. Be humble (Luke 9:46-48; 14:11; 18:14) 

“Humility is not thinking less of yourself.   
Humility is thinking of yourself less.” (C S Lewis) 

‘The 12 Steps of Humility’ in The Rule of St. Benedict  3

Humility begins with:  

i. A holy fear of and obedience to God 

ii. A healthy understanding of the Gospel (Good News) and seeing ourselves as 
the worst sinner (1 Timothy 1:15-16)  

“The Gospel is this:  We are more sinful than we could dare imagine and we are more 
loved and accepted than we could ever dare hope.”  (Tim Keller) 

2. Bear with one another 

How? 

i. Remembering we are all made in the image of God not in the image we would 
have made (James 3:8) 

ii. By praying for one another 

“A Christian fellowship lives and exists by the intercession of its members for one 
another, or it collapses.  I can no longer condemn or hate a brother for who I  

pray, no matter how much trouble he causes me.  The face, that hitherto  
might have been strange and intolerable to me is transformed in  

intercession into the countenance of a brother for whom  
Christ died, the face of a forgiven sinner.”  4

The “One Another’s” - a practical outworking of the Cross in our lives.  The Cross…: 

1. Is something done BY us 
2. Does something FOR us 
3. Does something THROUGH us 

For further reflection: 
‘The Rule of St. Benedict’ (Penguin Classics, ISBN: 9780241251720.  RRP: £2) 
‘Life Together’ by Dietrich Bonhoeffer (SCM Press, ISBN: 9780334049760.  RRP: £12.99) 

 The Rule of Benedict, p.23-313

 Bonhoeffer, D in Life Together, p.x, 654
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The ‘One Another’ statements in the New Testament give us the model 
for how we practice biblical community together.  Listed below are the 
‘one another’ references related to today’s message. 

“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in 
love.” (Ephesians 4:2) 

“Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its 
practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in 
the image of its Creator.” (Colossians 3:9-10) 

“Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance 
against someone.  Forgive as the Lord forgave you.” (Colossians 3:13) 

“Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another.  Anyone who speaks 
against a brother or sister or judges them speaks against the law and judges it.  
When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on 
it.” (James 4:11) 

“Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be 
compassionate and humble.” (1 Peter 3:8) 

“In the same way, you who are younger, submit yourselves to your elders.  All 
of you, clothe yourselves with humility towards one another, because, 
‘God opposes the proud but shows favour to the humble’.” (1 Peter 5:5)


