
Approaching the book of Revelation and understanding its 
message for today…

1. “Ἀποκάλυψις Ἰησοῦ Χριστοῦ” (ch. 1 v.1) 

“the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of 
the kings of the earth”…who will return at the end of time.  
(ch. 1 v.5-8) 

2. Deepen your knowledge of the Old Testament 

There are 676 passing references to the Old Testament in the 404 
verses of the book of Revelation, yet no direct quotes.  1

3. Identify the ‘genre’ of the book of Revelation 

The book of Revelation is unique in the Bible.  It is:  

A ‘prophecy’ (a message from God, ch. 1 v.3);  
An ‘apocalypse' (out of this world realities describing the end of 
the world, ch. 1 v.7); and  
An extended ‘letter’  (ch. 1 v.4). 

4. Interpret the ‘imagery’ correctly to understand the message 

Four main types of imagery are used: 

i. Objects (eg a Sword ch. 1 v.16).  Does it mean a sword comes 
out of Jesus’ mouth when He speaks or should Jesus’ words 
be seen as the ultimate authority carrying the greatest weight in 
your life? 
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WHAT?  What did the passage mean in its context? 

NOW WHAT?  Now what does it mean for my life today?
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ii. Numbers (eg the ‘No. 7’ ch. 1 v.4).  Does it mean the Holy 
Spirit is seven spirits or a description of His perfection?   

iii. Events (eg the description of the disastrous events of the ‘Sixth 
Seal’ ch. 6 v.12-17).  Does it present an actual physical 
description of cosmic and catastrophic events or a description 
of events we would call ‘earth-shattering’ or tumultuous, which 
we can’t put into words without vivid symbolism and metaphor? 

iv. Creatures (eg the Lion and a Lamb ch. 5 v.5-6).  Does it mean 
Jesus is literally a lion and a lamb or that Jesus should be seen 
as the symbol of ultimate power and of supreme royalty who 
conquers by dying as the sacrificial lamb? 

5. The Series of Seven…“Seals…Trumpets…and Bowls” 

A quarter of the book of Revelation describes the judgments of the:  

Seven ‘seals’ (ch. 6 v.1-17, ch. 8 v.1);  
Seven ‘trumpets’ (ch. 8 v.2 - ch. 9 v.21, ch. 11 v.15-19) and  
Seven ‘bowls’ (ch. 15 v.1 - ch. 16 v.21).   

It is best to see them as depicting not separate events but the 
same reality from a different angle. 

6. The War between Good against Evil 

The book of Revelation represents the story of good verses evil, 
which has been occurring in the world since the Garden of Eden, 
and still occurs in the human heart today.  It will end in the Final 
Judgment with Jesus as Judge (ch. 18-20). 

7. The Final Unveiling of God’s Eventual Plan of the BIG story of the 
Bible 

The last section of the book of Revelation depicts the final unveiling 
of God’s plan of the end of time:  

The New Creation, with the new Heaven and new earth no 
longer separate, but fully joined together;  
The New Jerusalem, with the focus centred upon the Garden 
City in Eden;  
The New Temple, with God dwelling with His people (ch. 
21-22). 

“Ἀμήν. ἔρχου, κύριε Ἰησοῦ.” 
“Amen.  Come Lord Jesus!” (Rev. 22 v.20) 



The BIG Story of the Bible Review

‘In the beginning God created’ (Genesis) a perfect 
world, symbolised by this three, ‘Tree of Life.’ 

Then humanity rebelled against God and things 
went badly wrong, God called Abraham to bring 
hope back to the world and following the success of 
Joseph and his technicolour dream coat, Israel ends 
up in slavery in Egypt  for 400 years (Exodus). 

So God steps in and rescues them through the 
Exodus through Moses bringing them into the 
Promised Land. 

Then various Judges and Kings rule over Israel, the 
most famous and successful King was King David, 
but within a generation, Israel had split into two 
kingdoms: The Northern Kingdom and the Southern 
Kingdom. 

Once more, both kingdoms rebel against God, and 
despite warnings from the Prophets (Jonah and 
Isaiah), Israel is conquered and deported. 

In Exile in Babylon, Israel lamented all that they 
had lost, but 70 years later they returned to their 
land, and started to rebuild the city and the Temple 
through men like (Nehemiah) and then they wait. 

Finally, the promised Messiah comes… 



Jesus is born (Matthew);  

He lives a perfect life (Mark); 

He dies for us on the cross (Luke); and 

Then God raised Him to new life (John). 

Jesus ascended to be with God, and so God sent 
His Holy Spirit in the book of (Acts), and the 
Church was born, which still lives on today to bring 
hope to the world. 

The final book of the Bible is Revelation, which 
describes how the story will end, back at the ‘Tree 
of Life’ and how God will make everything new.  


