
Bible Reading

Isaiah 53:7-9 - The Suffering Servant
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
    yet he did not open his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
    and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
    so he did not open his mouth. 
By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
    Who could have imagined his future? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living, 
    stricken for the transgression of my people. 
They made his grave with the wicked 
    and his tomb with the rich, 
although he had done no violence, 
    and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
(New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised) 

Notes

False accusations/suffering injustice…

The influence of Isaiah 53 on the New Testament…

34 references in the NT

The example from Acts 8 v.26-35

The Key Message: The Silence of the Lamb

1. The Sound of Silence
“…he did not open his mouth” (v.7 cf: Mt. 27 v.12-14; Mk. 14 v.61; 
Lk. 23 v.9) 

Lent: The Way of the Cross Part Three - Silence



The Key Message cont: The Silence of the Lamb

“…by a perversion of justice he was taken away…and there was 
no deceit in his mouth” (v.8-9 cf: Mk. 14 v.55; Lk. 23 v.14-15, 21) 

2. Why was Jesus silent?

3. Why the Lamb metaphor?

Comparing Exodus 3 v.7 with Isaiah 53 v.7 

“misery” = “afflicted” 
“taskmasters” = “oppressed” 
“sufferings” = “suffering” (v.3-4) 

Exodus 12 v.21-32 (cf: Jn. 1 v.29; 1 Pet. 1 v.18-19) 

Four Life Lessons for Interpreting Today (1 Peter 2 v.15, 19-21) 
 

i. Be patient (Is. 53 v.7) 

ii. Be wise (v.15, cf: Mt. 10 v.16) 

iii. Never retaliate 
“Father forgive…” (Lk. 23 v.34) 

iv. Never make threats
“Truly this man was God’s Son!” (Mt. 27 v.54; Mk. 15 v.39) 

An Example from Today…

“They made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with the rich…” 
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