
Bible Reading and Notes

John 11 v.17-44: Jesus raises Lazarus to Life

Three questions…

1. What was Jesus asking Martha to believe?  (John 11 v.17-27) 
a. That He could raise Lazarus at the end of time? 
b. That He could raise Lazarus from the dead now? 
c. That He is “the resurrection and the life”? 
d. All of the above? 

2. Why did Jesus weep?  (John 11 v.28-37) 
a. His friend, Lazarus, who He loved was dead?  
b. He was moved by seeing the pain and distress of Lazarus’ 

family? 
c. He was annoyed at the effects of sin, sickness and death? 
d. All of the above? 

3. Why did Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead?  (John 11 v.38-44) 
a. Lazarus was Jesus’ friend? 
b. To show He was the Messiah? 
c. For the glory of God? 
d. All of the above? 

The Key Message: Jesus the Resurrection and the Life

Jesus says to Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life.” (v.25) 

What does it mean?

“Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” (v.25-26) 

Resurrection counters death…
“…Those who believe in me, even though they die (physically), 
will live (spiritually)…” 

Lent: The Way of the Cross Part Four - New Life



The Key Message cont: Jesus the Resurrection and the 
Life

Life means eternal life…
“…and everyone who lives (spiritually) and believes in me will 
never die (spiritually).” 

“…believe(s) in me”

What does God want us to do?  Belief leads to movement

i. “Lazarus come out!” (v.43) 

Q: Have you “come out” for Jesus experiencing His life now? 

ii. “Take away the stone” (v.39) 

“Do you believe this?” (v.26)  
“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, the one coming into the world.” (v.27) 

A ‘So Far’ Saviour… 

Q: Where is the ‘so far’ point for you in believing in Jesus? 

iii. “Unbind him and let him go” (v.44)

What do the “grave clothes” represent? 

Q: Where might we be still bound up by our old ways and 
habits that stop us from living truly free for Jesus?  

On Easter Day, Jesus’ “grave clothes” remained in the Tomb  
(Lk. 24 v.12; Jn. 20 v.5-7). 
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