
Bible Reading and Notes
Luke 13 v.6-9 
Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his 
vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it and found none.  So he 
said to the gardener, “See here! For three years I have come 
looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! 
Why should it be wasting the soil?”  He replied, “Sir, let it alone for 
one more year, until I dig round it and put manure on it.  If it bears 
fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.”’ 

Understanding Parables…
The Key Question: What does God want us to do?

Q: Who did the fig tree represent? 
A: In the OT, both a fig tree and a vineyard represented Israel, 
the people of God (Jer. 8v.13; Mic. 7 v.1; Is. 5 v.1-7) 

A Parable is:  

“A picture that becomes a mirror and then a window.”  1

Kingdom Principles for cultivating fruitfulness:

A fig tree can: 

1. Grow in difficult conditions; 
2. Have many growth cycles per year. 

True Fiction: The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree 
‘Cultivating Fruitfulness’

Time + Digging + Feeding = Fruitfulness

 Wiersbe, W quoted in Meynell, M in What Angels Long To Read, p.1231



Questions to consider:
1. ‘Give me time’ (v.8)
Fruitfulness is cultivated through spending time with Jesus, the gardener.  
We become like Jesus by being in the presence of the Holy Spirit.  This is 
where all change happens and it begins with (continual) repentance and 
turning over a new leaf. 
The health warning: Our time on this earth is limited!

2. ‘Let me dig’ (v.8)
“For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.” (Lk. 6 v.43-45) 
The Parable of the Sower: Soil and Root Analysis

Path
What snatches your heart away from time with God?  
Hard Soil  
Where has a protective shell formed in your heart from years of hurt or 
disappointment and you are now resisting change?   
Where has resentment rooted and sprouted in your heart? 
Rocks/Sun
What is preventing your heart from being deeply rooted in God?   
What takes away health and energy from your heart? 
Thorns/Weeds
Where is there too much clutter in our hearts that it is starving oxygen 
out of our character? 

3. ‘Let me feed’ (v.8)
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart…” (Luke 10 v.27) 

Prayer 
What new habit might you practice over the summer to give some 
energy to your prayer life?  (https://prayercourse.org/toolshed/) 
Bible  
What new rhythm might you persevere with over the summer life to give 
life to your Bible reflections?  (http://www.stouenschurch.org.je/content/
media/391_2019-03-03%20-%20Handout.pdf) 
Wisdom
Whose wisdom could you approach to develop robust disciplines in 
your life?     
App
What app could you download to keep you centred upon Jesus during 
the day?  (https://infinitumlife.com) 
Care  
What new practice might you learn to value generosity or hospitality in 
your life? 
Share 
What practice could help you to faithfully give testimony to the reality of 
Jesus in your life? 
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