
Note the anticlimax after the euphoria (v.11).  Jesus retreats to Bethany to rest and recharge for 
what is ahead…


The ‘Big Idea’: The arrival of King Jesus to serve and save

The ‘big picture’ or ‘panorama’ perspective of the “open secret” (both hidden and revealed) of 
Jesus’ Kingship in Mark’s Gospel.  The broad brush strokes of:  
1. Bold statements in the Prologue (1 v.1-3); Peter’s confession (8 v.27-30); the Triumphal Entry 

(11 v.1-11); Jesus’ words at His trial (14 v.61-62); the Centurion’s declaration (15 v.39). 
2. Subtler questioning of Jesus doing what only God can do: Who can forgive sins (2 v.7)?  Who 

is this that even the wind and sea obey Him (4 v.35-41)?  Who walks on the sea (6 v.45-52)? 
3. Yet, Jesus wants to keep His identity secret (1 v.34; 5 v.34; 9 v.9). 

1  When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and 
Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 2 and 
said to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as 
you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been 
ridden; untie it and bring it. 3  If anyone says to you, “Why are you 
doing this?” just say this, “The Lord needs it and will send it back 
here immediately.”’ 4 They went away and found a colt tied near a 
door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5  some of the 
bystanders said to them, ‘What are you doing, untying the colt?’ 
6 They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take 
it. 7 Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; 
and he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and 
others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9 Then 
those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, 
‘Hosanna! 
 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’ 
11 Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when 
he had looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went 
out to Bethany with the twelve.

The ‘fine detail’
1. J e s u s r i d e s a n d 

c o m m a n d e e r s a n 
unridden colt.

2. Jesus’ speaks with a 
King’s authority (and it 
happens exactly this 
way).

3. Jesus’ apprentices and 
the crowds act ions 
recognise His Kingship.

4. The loud shouts of 
Jesus’ Kingship
• ‘Hosanna’ : “save 

now”.
• Textual references to 

the Messiah

Yet Jesus reigns as King to serve and save (Mk 10 v.45) on a donkey  
to the shouts of ‘Hosanna’: the ‘King’s Cross’.

Questions for personal reflection during Holy Week: 
1. Where might you need to recognise Jesus as your King? 
2. Where might you need to hear Jesus the King’s clear instruction? 
3. Where do you need to obey Jesus the King’s orders? 
4. Where does Jesus the King need to arrive and save you? 
5. Where might you need to rest and recharge in the presence and protection of Jesus the King?


